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SUBJECT: MINTOFF TAKES ON THE MALTESE MEDICAL PROFESSION 

1 . DURING THE PAST WEEK, MALTA HAS BEEN THE SCENE OF AN 
INCREASINGLY BITTER DISPUTE BETWEEN MINTOFF'S LABOR 
GOVERNMENT AND THE MALTESE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. WHAT BEGAN 
AS A DISAGREEMENT OVER METHODS TO ASSURE AN ADEQUATE NUMBER 
OF INTERNS AT SEVERAL GOVERNMENT-RUN HOSPITALS HAS ESCALATED 
TO THE POINT OF A LIMITED STRIKE BY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERS, FOLLOWED BY A RETALIATORY LOCK-OUT OF THE STRIKING 
DOCTORS BY THE GOVERNMENT AND "EMERGENCY" LEGISLATION PASSED 
BY PARLIAMENT GIVING MINTOFF’S MINISTER OF HEALTH AUTHORITY 

TO CONTROL THE LICENSING OF ALL GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE 
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MEDICAL FACILITIES IN THE COUNTRY. 

2. THE ISSUES IN THE DISPUTE ARE LESS IMPORTANT THAN THE 
EFFECT ON THE AVERAGE CITIZEN, AND AS THE TEMPERS ON BOTH 
SIDES HAVE RISEN, THERE HAS BEEN A GENERAL CALL FOR 
REASONABLENESS AND NEGOTIATION TO RESTORE MALTA'S HEALTH 
SERVICES TO NORMAL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. IN TYPICAL MALTESE 
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FASHION, HOWEVER, THE WHOLE AFFAIR HAS BEEN DISTORTED INTO 
STILL ANOTHER POLITICAL DISPUTE, WITH THE LABOR GOVERNMENT 
(AND SOME 14 LABOR-ORIENTED DOCTORS - SEVERAL OF WHOM ARE 
LABOR PARLIAMENTARIANS) LINED UP AGAINST THE 300-ODD MEMBERS 
OF THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND (BY INDIRECTION) THE 
OPPOSITION NATIONALIST PARTY. ALTHOUGH THE OPPOSITION HAS 
NOT OFFICIALLY EMBRACED THE DOCTOR S CAUSE, AND EVEN 
ATTEMPTED TO INTERJECT A DEGREE OF REALISM AND RATIONALITY 
INTO THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON MINTOFF'S "EMERGENCY" 
LEGISLATION, THE MORE RABID LABOR PARTISANS SEE THIS AS 
ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE PROFESSIONAL CLASSES IN MALTA JOING 
WITH THE NATIONALISTS AGAINST THE "INTERESTS OF THE WORKING 
MAN" AND FRUSTRATING THE "WILL OF THE MAJORITY" AS EXPRESSED 
IN THE 1976 ELECTIONS. 

3. THE MOST INTERESTING ASPECT OF MINTOFF'S ACTIONS IN 
THIS DISPUTE HAS BEEN HIS EXTRAORDINARY EFFORT TO OBTAIN 
ASSISTANCE FROM MOST OF THE EMBASSIES RESIDENT IN MALTA TO 
BREAK THE STRIKE. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE ISRAELI AND 
THE AMERICAN EMBASSIES, ALL OF THE OTHERS HAVE BEEN ASKED 
TO RUSH DOCTORS TO MALTA "FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS" TO 
HELP KEEP THE GOVERNMENT-RUN HOSPITALS OPEN. INDICATIVE 
OF THE VEHEMENCE OF MINTOFF'S FEELINGS ON THIS SCORE WAS 
THE FACT THAT SEVERAL AMBASSADORS WERE AWAKENED AT 3:00 
A.M. BY POLICEMENT TO DELIVER THE LABOR GOVERNMENT'S REQUEST 
FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE. 

4. TO DATE, THE ONLY POSITIVE RESPONSE HAS BEEN FROM THE 
LIBYANS, WHO HAVE SENT TEN DOCTORS FROM TRIPOLI TO ASSIST 
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MINTOFF, ALTHOUGH SEVERAL OTHERS HAVE PROMISED TO COME FROM 
CYPRUS, ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND A 
GROUP OF EGYPTIAN DOCTORS MAY COME AS WELL. 

5. FOR THE MOMENT, THE SITUATION SEEMS RELATIVELY CALM, 

WITH PRIVATE HOSPITALS CONTINUING TO OPERATE, AND WITH THE 
PRO-LABOR DOCTORS AND THE LIBYANS MANNING THE GOVERNMENT 
HOSPITALS. WITH MINTOFF LEAVING FOR THE COMMONWEALTH 
CONFERENCE IN LONDON AND NOT EXPECTED TO RETURN FOR ABOUT 
TEN DAYS, HOPEFULLY AN ACCEPTABLE COMPROMISE CAN BE REACHED 
TO SETTLE THE STRIKE/LOCK-OUT DURING HIS ABSENCE. 

6. COMMENT: THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION IS AN OLD MINTOFF 
NEMESIS, AND HE DID NOT HESITATE TO LASH BACK WHEN THEY 
REJECTED HIS GOVERNMENT'S IDEAS FOR STAFFING THE STATE-RUN 
HOSPITALS. THERE ARE SOME MALTESE WHO THINK THIS 

ENTIRE EPISODE IS A THINLY-DISGUISED FIGHT OVER THE PLANNED 
NATIONALIZATION OF ALL HEALTH FACILITIES BY THE LABOR 
GOVERNMENT. IN ANY EVENT, MINTOFF'S EFFORT TO OBTAIN 
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FOREIGN DOCTORS TO BREAK THE STRIKE IS AN IRONIC ACTION 
BY A MAN WHO HAS MADE A POLITICAL CAREER OUT OF 
DENOUNCING "FOREIGN' 1 CONTROL AND INFLUENCE IN MALTA, WHILE 
EXTOLLING "MALTA FOR THE MALTESE" AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY. 
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